
 

 

March 21, 2005 
 
TO: Sakai Contributors 
FR: Charles Severance, Sakai Chief Architect (csev@umich.edu) 
CC: Joseph Hardin, Sakai Board Chair (hardin@umich.edu) 
SU: Guidelines for Contributing to Sakai 
 
The Sakai Board has adopted the Educational Community License for the Sakai 
Software product with the following copyright: 
 
Copyright © 2004 The Regents of the University of Michigan, Trustees of Indiana 
University, Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford, Jr., University, and The MIT 
Corporation 
 
This license will apply to all contributions regardless of the authors of the 
contribution that are part of the Sakai source code repository and the releases 
distributed by the Sakai project (a.k.a. Quick Start).  There is a separate area of 
the source repository called "contrib" that does not require the above license - 
but items from contrib will not be part of the Sakai distributions to maintain the 
clear copyright of the Sakai distributions. 
 
Within these rules, there are several elements: 
 
- It is important to acknowledge contributions and the contributors for the Sakai 
code.  We will use an approach similar to Apache and place acknowledgments in 
a file called NOTICE.txt within the module or tool source tree.  For a sample, see 
http://www.apache.org/licenses/example-NOTICE.txt 
 
   This product includes software developed by 
   The Apache Software Foundation (http://www.apache.org/). 
 
   Portions of this software were developed at the National Center 
   for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) at the University of 
   Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 
- The Sakai project does not demand an exclusive license to the contributions.  
Contributing organizations or individuals may retain their own copy of any 
contribution and use or license it in any way they see fit.  Again, Apache is used 
as a model as in http://www.apache.org/licenses/icla.txt 
 

This license is for your protection as a Contributor as well as the 
protection of the Foundation [Sakai project] and its users; it does not 
change your rights to use your own Contributions for any other purpose.  
…. Grant of Copyright License.  You hereby grant to the Foundation 
[Sakai project] and to recipients of software distributed by the 
Foundation [Sakai Project] a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, no-
charge, royalty-free, irrevocable copyright license to reproduce, prepare 



 

 

derivative works of, publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and 
distribute Your Contributions and such derivative works. 

 
This approach maintains "clean" copyright for the Sakai work and Sakai release, 
while at the same time providing for organizations the ability to be acknowledged 
for their contributions, and retain a copy of their contributions for their own use. 
 
The Sakai Quick Start and Software with GPL Licenses 
 
The Sakai Quick Start distribution must maintain its ECL licensing and as such 
may not contain any GPL licensed elements.  However an end-user or integrator 
can combine the Sakai distribution with GPL elements as part of their 
deployment without affecting the license of the Sakai distribution. 
 
An example of this is the MySql JDBC connector - which is a GPL- licensed 
element.  It cannot be in the Quick Start.  The Quick Start contains instructions 
for how to download and place the MySql JDBC connector so that Sakai can be 
used with MySql. 
 
There is a grey area with respect to LGPL licensed software.  LGPL was 
originally intended to allow an element to be used and distributed without forcing 
the assembled work to use the LGPL license. Some (a small minority) feel that 
because of the way that the Java run-time works, that the inclusion of an LGPL 
licensed jar-file forces the assembled work to have a LGPL license.  Based on 
this lack of clarity w.r.t. LGPL in a Java environment, the most conservative 
approach is *not* to include LGPL in any Sakai distribution.  Apache has reached 
this conclusion as documented in  
 
    http://wiki.apache.org/jakarta/Using_20LGPL_27d_20code 
 
However, in Sakai we allow one exception to this rule.  If the copyright owner of 
LGPL licensed software clearly states (either publicly or in communication with 
the Sakai Board) that their interpretation of LGPL in a Java environment 
specifically allows inclusion of their software without forcing the Sakai distribution 
to be LGPL, then the software can be included with the Quick Start.   
 
The evidence of the owner of the software granting permission to use their 
software without forcing the LGPL license must be contained in the Sakai source 
repository and distribution in a folder called "licenses" so that anyone can verify 
Sakai's compliance with this rule. 
 
So far the only software for which this exclusion has been used is Hibernate: 
 
    http://www.hibernate.org/196.html 
 
As a counter example, MySql cannot be included in the Quick Start.  There is a 
FLOSS exception published by MySql at  



 

 

 
  http://www.mysql.com/company/legal/licensing/foss-exception.html 
 
But it does not go far enough to meet the requirements to be included in the 
Sakai distribution. 
 
Some Motivating Examples 
 
The following are several real examples of how these rules can be applied. 
 

• The Syllabus tool was developed at Indiana University by IU staff and as 
such, it simply uses the stock Sakai copyright.  IU can retain a copy of the 
code for its own purposes. 

 
• The Grade Book tool is being developed at UC Berkeley - it will have the 

above copyright and UCB is allowed to retain a copy of the code for its 
own purposes or licensing. 

 
• The Sakai Help tool was adapted from the OSPI project and as such 

contains contributions from rSmart and Indiana University.  The help tool 
will be under the Sakai project copyright with a NOTICE.txt acknowledging 
the contribution.  A copy of the code can be kept by rSmart for use in 
OSPI or other project under any licensing rules. 

 
• Any contributed fixes to existing code (i.e. Rutgers work on WebDav,  

Internationalization from Universitat de Lleida) falls under the Sakai project 
License.  If the contribution is significant the NOTICE.txt should be 
updated with a tendency toward as much acknowledgement as possible. 

 
• WSRP producer is being developed by SunGard - this code will be 

contributed to the Sakai project and the copyright will be as above.  
However SunGard can retain a copy of its work for its own licensing and 
use. 

 
• The XWiki tool is a GPL licensed piece of software - as such it cannot be 

in the main Sakai source repository, nor distributed in the Sakai Quick 
Start.  However this is available in the contrib CVS and can be distributed 
separately and installed on top of a Sakai installation by the end 
user/integrator. 

 
Interpretation 
 
This is not a legal document.  It is just a set of guidelines.  Any questions or 
concerns should be directed at the Sakai board.  These guidelines may be 
changed at any time and the Sakai board may change its policies at any time. 
 


